Framwellgate Moor News
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Serving Brasside, Framwellgate Moor and
Pity Me

Message from the Chair — Cllr Karon Willis
Dear Residents,
As we approach 2021 I am sure that many of us
will not be sad to see the end of 2020. On behalf
of the parish councillors I would like to send our
heartfelt thanks to you our community for how you
have pulled together during this year, whether it be
during the weeks that many of us clapped each
Thursday night in support of our NHS staff and key
workers, how we have looked out for our friends
and neighbours or how we managed to still
celebrate VE day safely within our streets and
communities.
Your councillors have during both lockdowns
continued to serve our communities by responding
to day to day business as well as Covid specific
issues. We have provided assistance and support
both financially and in kind to community groups
and organisations as well as ensuring that facilities
where possible could remain open for people to
enjoy.
Some of the many things we have done include:

working with the
local foodbank,
organising and
delivering shopping,
making and
delivering meals,
improvements and
implementing Covid
secure guidance to outside spaces such as the
playparks, tennis courts, bowling green and multi
sports games area (MUGA).
Working in partnership I hope in the next few
months you will see further outdoor
developments in the area which include the
Carrs nature reserve improvements, the creation
of a new allotment site and community and
neighbourhood outdoor projects.
Should you or anyone you know find themselves
needing assistance please don’t hesitate to
contact our clerk Angela at
framwellgatemoorparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk,
alternatively you may find the information you
need on our website.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION ABOUT KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELD
Our King George V playing field was left in trust as part of his legacy to the nation, designed to
encourage sports for all. Since the 1950s the parish council has been responsible for managing it, now
under a scheme called “Fields in Trust”.
Recently, Durham Football Club (DFC) has asked to lease the football pitch on a term of at least 25
years, which we are told would enable them to access external funding to improve the facilities
considerably.
DFC currently play here on Saturdays in Div. 2 of the Wearside League, and are actively involved in
developing junior football for both girls and boys. Without a long lease, however, it would be difficult for
them to continue, which is why we need the local community to agree to such an arrangement.
At present, Framwellgate Moor WMC play Sunday League games on our pitch and have done so for
many years. Both they and DFC pay annual fees for its use.
If a long lease is granted to DFC, they have committed to FMWMC being able to play there in future, and
DFC would then maintain and enhance the ground at its own expense.
THE QUESTION WE ARE NOW ASKING YOU IS: With the arrangements described above do you
agree that the Parish Council should lease the field to DFC? Please reply back to our Clerk at
framwellgatemoorparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk by 31st January 2021. Please provide your postcode.

War Memorial Garden
The Parish Council will take over the
whole area from Durham County Council
later this year. The plan is to improve
the pathway around the memorial and
extend the path to be wheelchair friendly.
This year we were unable to hold our
usual Armistice Day Parade, but is was
pleasing to see so many people laying
wreaths at the Memorial.

Anyone for Tennis
The Parish Council received a grant from
the Lawn Tennis Association to enable
them to install a new booking system,
with a key code to enter the court. You
can book a tennis court on the website,
the cost is £8.00 per hour. There will be
free sessions available which also need
to be booked via the website. These will
be 3pm to 6pm every week day and
10am till 12 noon on a weekend.
The Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) is
generally open for free public use at all times however should you or a group you are
part of require exclusive use it can be hired at £8 per hour via the website.

Bowling green
We have an outdoor bowling green to hire.
If you wish to play as a casual user, the
hire charge is £40 per year, you can play
as often as you like. Or on a one off
basis, the cost is £5 per session, and you
can book this via the website. You could
be part of a team or play with a couple of
friends. Why not pop along to see, if you
have never played before our

Greenkeeper Brian Quinn can point you
in the right direction.
Kitchen with refreshments and toilet
facilities available once the Covid
restrictions are lifted. The green will re
open in Spring 2021.
We will also be improving the green with
some new wooden edging boards and
improving the surface of the green.

Play areas
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We had our play areas inspected earlier in
the year and after a few issues that were
raised, they have since been repaired along
with re painting some of the equipment.
We know it has been a very difficult year
and having the play equipment closed off
during the first lockdown was hard on
everyone. We appreciate your patience.

VE Day
We were planning
on holding an
event on 8th May
for VE Day,
unfortunately due
to the lockdown
this was not
allowed. We were
pleased to see so
many of you
celebrating in your
own gardens.

Parish Meetings during Covid 19
On the 4th April 2020 legislation came in to force to allow Parish Councils to conduct
their meetings virtually until May 2021
The same legislation removed the requirement for an Annual Meeting of the Council
and removed the need to elect a new Chairman & Vice Chairman, who remain in post
until the 19th May 2021, unless they choose to resign before this time.
Framwellgate Moor Parish Council continue to hold Public Meetings, in the form of a
“Virtual Public Meeting” using the platform Zoom. The meetings are held on the first
Wednesday of the month at 1.00pm. If you wish to join please contact the Parish
Clerk for a secure log in and password. You will only be able to participate during the
public question time but can observe for the remainder of the meeting if you so wish.
If you are unable to join via Zoom, please contact the Parish Clerk, details overleaf, 3
days before the meeting with your query. The Parish Council will endeavour to get
back to you with a response to as soon as possible.

Know your
Councillors

Cllr Karon Willis (Chair)

karon.willis.fmpc@gmail.com

Cllr Nigel Martin (Vice Chair)

nigel.martin.fmpc@gmail.com

Cllr Peter Dawson

peter.dawson.fmpc@gmail.com

Cllr Colin Hillary

colin.hillary.fmpc@gmail.com

Cllr Grenville Holland

grenvilleholland@btinternet.com

Cllr Trish Johnson

trish.johnston.fmpc@gmail.com

Cllr Terry Moderate

terry.moderate.fmpc@gmail.com

Cllr Graeme Blenkiron

graeme.blenkiron.fmpc@gmail.com

You also have 3 County Councillors on the Parish Council - see below
Cllr Mamie Simmons

mamie.simmons@durham.gov.uk

Cllr Mark Wilkes

mark.wilkes@durham.gov.uk

Cllr Amanda Hopgood

amanda.hopgood@durham.gov.uk

Contact the Parish Clerk
Angela Foster — The Pavilion Building, front Street, Framwellgate Moor, Durham DH1 5BL
07572 004256 or email on framwellgatemoorparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk.
Visit our website at www.framwellgatemoorparishcouncil.co.uk
We would like to thank some students from New College for picking up litter around
the Parish. Well done to all involved.

Christmas lights
We are already thinking ahead to Christmas 2021, initial suggestions are a best dressed
house/business and a Christmas feature at the war memorial garden. Please let us know
your thoughts and ideas.

Framwellgate Moor Parish Council would like to
wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a safe
and Happy New Year.

