
 
Framwellgate Moor Parish Council 

Informal Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning committee 

At 10.00am 8th November 2017 

The main purpose of this meeting was to discuss the preparation of the Neighbourhood 
Plan.   

Present:  Councillors Nigel Martin; Clive Beddoes; Mrs Trish Johnstone ; Grenville 
Holland (Chair); and County Council Officer Michael Lowe and Stuart Carter.  The 
meeting had no clerk. 

Apologies for absence:  Councillor Mark Wilkes 

Minutes of the previous meeting:  being minimal, were approved 

Matters arising: none 

Urgent planning matters:  none 

The development of a Neighbourhood Plan: there was general discussion 
concerning the background to this, the need (if any), the breadth of territorial inclusion 
(eg Newton Hall), the initial consultation process, its format and protocols; the vision; 
the requirements; the basic data needed (eg an awareness of the housing position, 
rented vs freehold; business properties; the needs of young people).  All the issues 
need to be established before the process begins so that the vision and aspirations are 
clearly defined. 

Michael Lowe and Stuart Carter referred to their presentation on Neighbourhood Planning 
in June of this year and noted that some time had elapsed since they were last in 
communication with the Council in respect to potential neighbourhood planning activity 
in the area.  They wished to establish whether the Parish Council intends to progress this 
matter and whether they required any further assistance before providing me with such 
confirmation.  Members present indicated that this was their wish. 

They noted that the Spatial Policy Team was able to provide support and guidance in 
respect of neighbourhood planning for example, if we were proposing to have any 
workshops or would be be preparing any questionnaires, then they would be happy to 
comment upon our proposed format / content / scope of the workshop / questionnaire 
in order to assist us in getting as much out of these activities as possible.  The outcome 
of a workshop(s) / questionnaire(s) can help to determine the key planning issues that 
can be addressed through neighbourhood planning and, in their opinion, was the best 
mechanism to do so for each (bearing in mind the various forms of neighbourhood 
planning methods available). 

They offered that if there was anything we required or if we would like to meet up to 
discuss further progress then they would be pleased if we would contact them further.  



However, they warned the Council not to start this process if no positive outcome was 
deemed to be possible. 

Councillor Martin asked if we needed to apply to the County Council to initiate this process 
and was advised that this was the required procedure.  It must be publicised especially 
if Newton Hall was being included. 

The process required us to identify our vision, create consultation events, develop a draft 
plan followed by a further consultation exercise lasting 6 weeks.  There should be an 
independent examination by a Planning Inspector and a referendum to approve or reject 
the proposed neighbourhood plan before it can be formally adopted.  The County Council 
would contribute £9,000 towards this process. 

These procedures required were discussed by members but the best course of action was 
not identified clearly, for example how and by whom the process was driven and whether 
the experience of other local councils should be brought into the equation. 

The date of the next meeting:   not arranged 

There being no further business the meeting ended at 10.45 am. 

In the absence of a clerk these ‘minutes’ are merely the casual and individual notes of 
the acting Chairman and should be seen in this context.  

 

 

 




