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FRAMWELLGATE MOOR PARISH COUNCIL 
 

  Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 2nd August 2017 held in the 
Pavilion Building, commencing at 6.30pm. 
 
Present:- Councillors: -  K.Willis (Chair), T.Moderate, P.Dawson, C.Hillary, J.G.Holland P.Johnston, 

N.Martin, F.M.Simmons and  M.Wilkes 
   
Apologies:- Councillors: C.Beddoes and A. Hopgood 
 Police Representatives 
 
Declarations of Interest and / or Notices of Motion 
 
There were no declarations made at the meeting and no notices of motion submitted. 

Min.No.3348 

Report of Community Police  
 
A report for the month of July 2017 had been previously circulated and included the following: 
 

Framwellgate Moor Parish Council 
Meeting 

 
Figures for month beginning 

01/07/2017-31/07/2017 

Framwellgate 
Moor 

Pity Me Brasside 
Arnison 
Centre 

Burglary 0 0 0 0 

Burglary Other 
(Sheds, Garages & Businesses) 

0 0 0 0 

Criminal Damage 4 2 0 0 

Theft of Motor Vehicle 0 0 0 0 

Theft from Motor Vehicle 0 0 0 0 

Thefts 4 0 2 11 

Anti-Social Behaviour/Harassment 15 2 2 0 

Road Related Nuisance 4 0 0 1 

Violence Against the Person 4 1 0 1 

166 reported incidents over the month of July 2017. 
  
Figures from above relate to: 
 
Burglary Other 
No reported incidents 
 
Burglary Dwelling 
No reported incidents 
 
Criminal Damage 
Front Street, Framwellgate Moor – Damage caused to bowling pavilion roof.  Identified youths. 
Front Street, Framwellgate Moor – Damage caused to the roof of the community centre. 
Newton Drive, Framwellgate Moor – damage caused to vehicle by a known person 
Finchale Road, Framwellgate Moor – report of damage caused to unoccupied premises. Known youths 
The Avenue, Pity Me – tyre damaged with a sharp implement.  Identified male. 
Rosemount, Pity Me – report of damage to vehicle window whilst parked on driveway 
 
Theft of Motor Vehicle 
No reported incidents 
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Theft from Motor Vehicle 
No reported incidents 
 
Thefts 
Arnison Centre – 11 reported shoplifting incidents 
Finchale Road, Framwellgate Moor – report of thefts from sales office 
Hutton Way, Framwellgate Moor – report of female refusing to pay a taxi fare 
Co-op, Dryburn View, Framwellgate Moor – report of a shoplifting offence.  Known person 
Hutton Way, Framwellgate Moor – report of a pedal go kart being stolen from driveway 
Union Hall Farm, Brasside – theft of rope from car park 
Finchale Abbey Village, Brasside – theft of motor bike parked in area 
 
Anti Social Behaviour/Harassment 
Nuisance 
Lilac Avenue, Framwellgate Moor – report of persons cutting the grass late at night to annoy neighbours 
Lilac Avenue, Framwellgate Moor – report of persons smashing up doors, setting fire to them in the 
garden and playing loud music 
Front Street, Framwellgate Moor – report of youths climbing on the roof of the community centre.  
Identified youths 
Front Street, Framwellgate Moor – report of youths climbing on the roof of the community centre and 
others sat in vehicle playing loud music 
Front Street, Framwellgate Moor – report of youths climbing on the roof of Millennium Restaurant.  
Identified youths 
Framwellgate Moor – report of a known fmale in an area where he shouldn’t be 
Flambard Road, Framwellgate Moor – numerous reports in relation to travellers and horses, racing around 
the streets, causing traffic issues. 
Woodbine Road, Pity Me – report of male causing a nuisance for ambulance driver in relation to where 
ambulance is parked. 
 
Personal 
Newton Drive, Framwellgate Moor – personal incident 
High Carr Close, Framwellgate Moo, Durham – report of CCTV cameras pointing into windows of another 
resident 
 
Environmental 
New College Durham – report of 2 off road motor bikes riding around the football field 
South Terrace, Framwellgate Moor – 2 x report of a noisy party 
Newcastle Terrace, Framwellgate Moor – report of fly tipping 
Hartside View, Pity Me – report of 2 males riding off road motor bikes 
 
Harassment 
Newton Grange, Brasside – report of harassment, personal nature 
Finchale Avenue, Brasside – report of harassment, personal nature 
 
Violence Against the Person 
Finchale Road, Framwellgate Moor – domestic related incident 
The Avenue, Framwellgate Moor – domestic related incident 
Newton Drive, Framwellgate Moor – male youth assaulted by another male youth.  Known offender 
Lilac Avenue, Framwellgate Moor – domestic related incident 
Hartside View, Pity Me – report of a domestic related incident 
Arnison Centre – report of a domestic incident 
 
Road Related Nuisance and Highway Disruption 
Arnison Centre – report of works vehicle causing an obstruction to customers leaving McDonalds 
Newton Drive, Framwellgate Moor – 2 x reports of a vehicle causing an obstruction to the footpath 
New College Durham – 2 x separate reports of vehicles parked on road and pavement on the back road to 
Sacriston which are causing an obstruction to road users 
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A report has been received in relation to ongoing problems between the Scouts and local residents.  
There are issues in relation to parents parking and blocking driveways when collecting the children and 
also in relation to the area where the scouts are playing, which is on the grass next to the gable end of the 
end property 
 
Numerous calls have been reported throughout the Durham City area in relation to male youths climbing 
on roofs.  You tube footage has been seen in relation to one youth in particular, this footage is of him 
climbing on the Community Centre roof in Framwellgate Moor.  At present there is a lot of work ongoing in 
relation to this youth and other youths from the area. Officers will continue to monitor and patrol the areas 
around the community centre and bowling pavilion to help tackle the ongoing problems with Criminal 
Damage.  The male in question has been arrested and charged with several offences that have taken 
place in the area with more being investigated. 
 
The Police have also been asked to pass on the following information in relation to organised crime 
groups and the public’s help in getting them dismantled: 
 
“Do you have any concerns regarding organised crime in your area? For example, do you see any activity 
in your neighbourhood that you think is suspicious (eg houses that see a constant stream of people 
coming and going at all hours, take away shops that attract groups of young people for reasons other than 
to necessarily purchase food –ie drink alcohol? People living beyond their means-ie expensive cars, 
clothes or holidays? Then please let us know. You can speak to us in confidence or report any concerns 
through the Crimestoppers number on 0800 555 111 anonymously” 
 
In addition, enquiries would be made to ascertain whether or not this and future monthly police reports 
could be displayed, in a suitable format, on the Parish Notice Boards. 

Min.No.3349 

 

Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting held on 5th July 2017    

 
These had been previously circulated and were confirmed as a true and correct record, subject to Minute 
No. 3336 should refer to the:  
‘ Frankland, Brackenfield vicinity’, and the minutes were then signed by the Chairperson. 

Min.No.3350 
 

Brasside Play Project 
 
A report was given to the meeting where the project was almost complete with its finalisation due at the 
end of July 2017 with a view to a final handover to the Parish Council in August 2017.The Council 
expressed its satisfaction with the final outcome   

Min. No.3351 

. 
War Memorial  
 
A full and frank discussion took place on what the Parish Council may do to commemorate the centenary 
celebrations in November 2018.  
In principle, the Parish Council would like to carry out a project but there were a number of issues which 
needed to be checked out e.g. 

• Finalisation of earlier quotations 

• Finance available e.g. S106 monies etc 

• Collaboration with other local organisations e.g. Scouts 

• Establishing a full list of names 
Further consideration to be given to this at a future meeting of the Council. 

Min. No.3352 

 
Review of Electricity Tariff at Pavilion Building 
 
The Clerk reported that he had had no response from any neighbouring organisations (Parish / Town 
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Councils) who were interested in a collaborative arrangement when switching tariffs. 
The Council was in receipt of some further information from the Community Action Network (CAN) which 
we are a member of, which were able to obtain very competitive quotation rates on our behalf. 
Subject to checking if this was the best available, the Council agreed to accept the 3 year agreement on 
offer which would be with Scottish and Southern Electric (SSE) which could secure a substantial saving on 
the present tariff arrangements, until September 2020 

Min. No.3353 

Public Matters 
 
There were no issues raised for consideration. 

Min.No.3354 

Members Matters 
 
The following were raised for discussion / update by Parish Members. 

• Last months query on the AAP grant for the Pavilion building had now been satisfactorily resolved 
with no clawback of a proportion of the grant. 

• Some further details had now been established of the maintenance of the Abbey Road Field, some 
of which could be carried out by the Parish Council. Further details of the remaining work and how 
to carry this out, needed to be considered at a future meeting of the Council. 

• A report was given to the meeting regarding a recent incident concerning the use of the Adult Gym 
equipment in the KGV play area. The position would be investigated and those results recorded 
with a view to establishing how the Parish Council would address the issuing of appropriate 
signage for the use of this equipment  

• Arrangements needed to be made to display the plaque from the Awards for All organisation (A4A) 
in recognition of funding received by the Parish Council towards the Pavilion redevelopment. 

• A progress report was given to the meeting on the ‘snagging’ list of items still to be corrected for 
the recent Pavilion development. 

• It was reported that the paths were overgrown in the Caterhouse Pit vicinity but there were plans to 
attend to these. 

Min.No.3355 
 

Report from Unitary County Councillors 
 
On this occasion there was nothing of note to report to the Council in terms of the activities of the County 
Council 

Min.No.3356 

 
Clerks Report 
a. From County Council 

(i)      Planning Applications. 
The Council considered the following applications which had been received since the date of 
the last meeting. 



5 

1. List dated  3rd July  2017 
 
There were no applications from this list 
 
2.         List dated 10th July  2017 
 
There were no applications from this list 
          
3.         List dated 17th July 2017  
 

App. Number Applicant Location   Proposal Case Officer Decision 
Level 

DM/17/02297/FPA 
 
 

 Mrs G Taylor 11 Haven Court 
Pity Me 
Durham 
DH1 5GT 

Construction of two bed dwelling (to the 
side of the existing house) 
(Resubmission) 

 
Hilary 
Sperring 

 
Delegated 

            
4.         List dated 24th July 2017 
 
           There were no applications from this list 
 
5.         List dated 31st July 2017 
 

App. Number Applicant Location   Proposal Case Officer Decision 
Level 

DM/17/02368/FPA 
 
 

Dunelm Medical 
Practice   

Dunelm Medical 
Practice 
50 Front Street 
Framwellgate Moor 
Durham DH1 5BL 

External alterations including rear 
single storey extension that includes a 
plant room, new front entrance door 
and new ramped access. 

 
Sue Hyde 
 

 
Delegated 

DM/17/02448/FPA 
 
 

 Miss R Hills 36 Bridgemere Drive 
Framwellgate Moor 
Durham DH1 5FG 
DH1 5FG 

Two storey extension to side and single 
storey extension to rear 

 
Stephen 
Potter 
 

 
Delegated 

 
Min.No.3357



6 

b Other Correspondence 
 
(i) Damage to Pavilion Roof 

This had occurred during the evening of 30 July 2017 and the Parish Council were now in 
correspondence with the local Police regarding the incident. Substantial damage to the roof tiles 
etc had occurred and the repair would be subject of an insurance claim. The Insurance 
company would normally request an itemised quotation from one local builder and this would be 
obtained from D.Black Construction. 
A further report would be given to a future meeting of the Council. 

Min.No.3358 

 (ii) AAP Task and Finish Groups 
 Any member interested in serving on any of these groups would contact the Clerk. 

Min.No.3359 

(iii) AON Insurance Ltd 
 Our present insurer had now given notice to ourselves that they wouldn’t be renewing our policy 

in 2018 as they are withdrawing from this line of business. 
Min.No.3360 

 

(iv) Durham County Council Medium Term Financial Plan (MTFP) 
 The Clerk reported to the meeting that this plan had estimated that our precept was likely to 

increase for 2018 – 2019 as a result of a projected increase in our Council Tax base, in the sum 
of £875. 

Min.No.3361 
 

  Restructure of Councils Meetings, Sub Committees 
  

A full and frank discussion took place on the above, following which it was agreed :- 

• Normal monthly Council meetings would become bi-monthly 

• Commencing in September 2017, three new sub committees would meet bi-monthly, namely 
Finance / Governance 
Buildings / Grounds 
Planning Matters 
The new sub committees would comprise the following members:- 
 
Finance / Governance Councillors Beddoes, Dawson, Hillary, Holland Hopgood and 

Simmons 
 
Buildings / Grounds Councillors Dawson, Hillary, Johnston, Martin, Simmons and Wilkes 
 
Planning Matters Councillors Beddoes, Holland, Hopgood, Johnston, Martin and 

Wilkes 
 
Councillors Moderate and Willis would attend any/all of the above sub committees on an 

observer basis.  
Min.No.3362 

 

Finance / Governance Issues 
 
a) Accounts for Payment / Approval of Expenditure 2017 - 2018 
 The Clerk asked for confirmation of the Members actions in agreeing to the usual salary and wages 

paid in accordance with conditions of service, and employment contracts, since the last ordinary 
monthly meeting AND the following Accounts: 

 
24. Durham County Pension Fund 
-Contributions for July 17                                                £324.59 
 
25. Peterlee Fire Company Ltd 
-Fire Extinguisher service for Pavilion                               £30.00(Includes VAT) 
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26. NPower 
-Pavilion Electricity-April-July 17                                      £130.74(Includes VAT) 
 
27.Batson Landscape and Tree Care Ltd 
-Grasscutting of Parish Areas July 17           £329.98 (Includes VAT) 
 
TOTAL                                                                             £815.31 

Min.No.3363 
 

(b) Review of Policies Etc 
 

 Information had been previously circulated at earlier meetings and the Council agreed that this and 
any new information be considered by a future meeting of the Finance and Governance sub – 
committee. 

Min.No.3364 

 
Dates of Next Meetings 
 
These were agreed as:- 
 
Wednesday 6th September 2017 in the Pavilion Building:- 
 
Building /Grounds Sub Committee at 5.30pm 
Finance/ Governance Sub Committee at 6.15pm 
Planning Sub Committee at 7.00pm 
 
Wednesday 4th October 2017–in the Pavilion Building:- 
 
Full Parish Council Meeting at 6.30pm 
 
 
This meeting concluded at 8.15pm 
 
 
 

Signed as a true and correct record 
………………………………………………..Chairperson 

 
 

……………………………………………Date 
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