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FRAMWELLGATE MOOR PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Framwellgate Moor 

Parish Council held remotely via Zoom on 
3 March 2021 at 1.00pm 

 
Present:  Councillors – K Willis (Chair) N Martin (Vice Chair), P Dawson, C Hillary,             
A Hopgood, P Johnston, G Blenkiron, T Moderate, FM Simmons, JG Holland and M Wilkes 
  
Also in attendance - A Foster - Parish Clerk  
 
1. Apologies for Absence: 

 
All members present. 

 
2. Disclosable Pecuniary Interests 
 

No members declared an interest. 
 

3. Questions from members of the public:  
 

One resident asked if someone could contact the electric company that has left a mess 
outside her property at Alexander Road.  Cllr Hillary will check it out and the Clerk to contact 
them if needs be.  

 
4. Police Report:  

 
No report was submitted prior to the meeting. 
 

5. Minutes of Council meeting (previously circulated) 
 

Resolved  That the minutes of the meeting held on 3 February 2021, were approved, 
and will be signed by the Chairman at the next possible opportunity. 
 

6. Clerks report – update from previous meeting 
 
The Clerk checked with the insurance company re the steps and they noted they were 
covered under the policy with the temporary barrier in place. 
 
Still need a contact name and address for the flats at Farrier Place to report the walls. 
The waste bin hasn’t been installed at Brasside 
 
No further information on the road markings at Rotary Way.  Cllr Hopgood still awaiting a 
response. 
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7.  Parish Matters and on-going items 
 

a)  Planning Applications 
 
See appendix 1 
 
Resolved: To recommend approval 
 
An application for the land at Front Street with planning application for 5 
properties was discussed.   A planning working group meeting to be arranged to 
discuss further.  As the deadline will be before the next meeting all suggestions to 
be sent via email and reported to DCC. 
 

b)  Licence for Burger Priest – Arniston Centre 
 
As this is just a new licence taking over from Frankie and Benny’s there was no 
comments to make as all conditions will be the same. 
 

c)  County Councillors Report  -  
 
Cllr Wilkes gave an update –  

• The Carrs project is just about finished, just some finishing touches to carry 
out.   

• 4 Grit bins have been ordered for several areas. 

• A request sent to DCC to ask for the road from Brasside to Finchale Abbey to 
be added to the gritting list.  He suggests the Parish send a request also.  

• A path is closed at Finchale Abbey due to fallen trees.  This could be closed 
for a few months as they need to do an inspection. 

 
Cllr Hopgood gave an update – 

• She wished to have it noted that the Carrs development is a huge 
improvement to the area and thanked Cllr Wilkes for all his hard work.  All 
members agreed. 

• An email was sent to the prison re the removal of the trees.  They have said 
they will carry out the work 22 March.  

• Funding has been secured to replace the street lighting at Brasside. 
 

d)  Members Report 
 

• Cllr Blenkiron – Wished to have it noted he was not happy that no police 
report had been received. 

• Cllr Willis – Asked the Clerk to report fly tipping on road to Sacriston from 
the College. 
 

 
e)  Notes from working groups – previously circulated 

 
The virtual joint meetings for Finance and Governance and Building and Grounds  
working groups took place on 23 February 2021. 
 



3 Initialled by Chairman  _____________________________ 2020 - 2021 - 9 

 

The notes were agreed as a true record.  All items that need approving to be 
separate agenda items. 
 
Two companies has been asked to give a quote on the MUGA, to repair the surface.  
This will gage if any external funding is required. 
 

f)  New working group for Newcastle Terrace 
 
A recommendation from the working group was to form a new group to discuss 
the proposal made by the College to purchase Newcastle Terrace.    
 
Resolved: 5 members of the council to form the group, the Clerk to arrange a 
meeting  
 

g)  Grass cutting  
 
2 quotes received but the council need a further quote as over the threshold.   
Having the greenkeeper be responsible for looking after the Memorial garden was 
discussed.  Asking the grass contractor to arrange the first cut was discussed.  
 
Resolved: It was agreed to seek one further quote.  This to be sent via email 
as the deadline is 31 March.  If Batsons still come in as competitive then the Clerk 
to arrange them to start the work. 
 
It was agreed the greenkeeper to be responsible for the War Memorial garden. 
Cllr Wilkes along with the greenkeeper will cut the grass with his electric mower to 
see if good enough before committing to purchasing new mower.  If proved good 
enough, costs of a new electric mower will be sought.   Otherwise, a petrol mower 
costs to be looked at. 
   

h)  Trees at King George V 
 
A quote from Batsons to carry out a tree consultancy and prepare an action plan 
was received at £330 for 15 trees. 
 
Resolved: It was agreed to carry out the consultancy.  It was agreed to look at 
other trees in the Parish and over time have an action plan for all trees. 
 

i)  Report from football lease working group 
 
After taking all the public consultation results and suggestions from the FA into 
consideration, the working group recommended not to allow Durham Football 
Club to lease the football field.  Further suggestions were to source funding and 
the Parish to carry out improvements to the field.  A new working group to be 
formed to discuss ways of sourcing funding and making the improvements. 
 
Resolved: All agreed with the decision and to send response to the football 
club stating the findings. 
 

j)  Clerks equipment  
 
After the Clerk has had several issues with her laptop, recommendations from the 
working group was to purchase a laptop at a cost of up to £750 and an auto 
backup system for up to £250.  To have a support package put in place with Mr S 
Higgins at £25 per hour for any maintenance problems going forward. 
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Resolved: It was agreed to purchase the equipment and go with the service 
plan from Mr Higgins.  Agree to him setting the laptop up.  The Clerk to purchase 
and arrange payment of the equipment. 
 
   

k)  Internal Audit 
 
Mr Fletcher has agreed to carry out the internal audit for 2020/21 
 
Resolved: It was agreed to invite Mr Fletcher to be the internal auditor.  

 
l)  Report from Greenkeeper  

 
The JCB has broken down.  The Clerk arranged Paxtons to collect the vehicle 
and check what the problem is. 
 
Cllr Wilkes wished to state what a great job the greenkeeper has done during the 
winter clearing the snow from around the Parish.  The Clerk to pass this onto him. 
 

m)  Policy review  
 
All policies have been distributed for approval prior to the meeting.    
 
Resolved: The Chair to sign at the next possible opportunity – Complaints / 
Review of Effectiveness of Internal Auditor, Internal Controls and the Corporate 
Risk Assessment  
 

n)  Training 
 
No training planned. 
 

o)  Allotments 
 
Cllr Wilkes gave an overview of the lease DCC are offering.  Further discussions 
to take place re the rent.  All members happy for Cllr Wilkes to chase this up.   
Still awaiting costs for all other work that needs carrying out, ie parking, fencing 
etc.  Cllr Hillary has questions which he will share with all members for further 
discussion. 
 

p)  Correspondence received – Nothing received. 
 

q)  Correspondence received after agenda published – Nothing received. 
 

r)  Urgent issues for noting  - (The Clerk to use delegated powers).  Any items 
members wish to place on next month’s agenda 
 
 

8. Financial Matters 

Payments - The following were approved and will be paid by BACS following the 

meeting 

a) That the sum of £1,261.06 be paid to Mr B Quinn Greenkeeper (March 2021 wage)  
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b) That the sum of £674.96 be paid to Mrs A Foster - Parish Clerk (March 2021 wage)  

c) That the sum of £373.34 be paid to Durham County Council Pension Fund 

d) That the sum of £52.96 be paid to Mrs A Foster – various items 

e) That the sum of 20.00 be paid to CDALC – training  

f) That the sum of £246.00 be paid to Alto energy – Heat pump service 

g) That the sum of £7,951.01 be paid to Brambledown – drainage works 

h) That the sum of £11.99 be paid to Zoom – paid via Pay Pal monthly 

i) That the sum of £93.72 be paid to Octopus – direct debit 

j) That the sum of £7.00 be paid to Lloyds bank – service charge 

k) That the sum of £37.81 be paid to EE phone – direct debit 

l) That the sum of £50.00 be paid to Durham City Youth for grant – standing order  

m) That the sum of £76.86 be paid to Peterlee Fire Company 

n) That the sum of £873.94 be paid to Mrs A Foster – laptop (as agreed in council) 

 

Receipts – that the following amounts be noted: 

a) Nothing received 

 
9.  Date of Next Meeting 
 
 7 April 2021 to commence at 1.00pm (this to be a virtual meeting) 
 
The meeting terminated at 3.00pm 
 
 
 

 
Chairman 
Date 
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Appendix 1 – Planning Applications - agenda item A 
 

Appendix 1 
DM/20/03661/FPA 
 
 

 Hagg House Farm 
Harvest View 
Hag House Farm 
Pity Me 
Durham DH1 5RN 
 

Subdivision of dwelling to 
create 2no. residential 
dwellings 

  

DM/21/00235/FPA 
 
 

 21 Dryburn Road 
Framwellgate Moor 
Durham 
DH1 5AJ 

Dormer window, pitched roof 
over existing single storey flat 
roof, alterations to fenestration 
and decking to rear and re-tiling 
main roof 

 
 

 

 

DM/21/00269/FPA 
 
 

 Finchale Abbey Farm 
Brasside 
Durham 
DH1 5SH 

Retrospective planning on the 
installation of 2 small wooden 
holiday accommodation 
structures 'pods' 

 
 

 

 

DM/21/00297/FPA 
 
 

 25 Anvil Court 
Pity Me 
Durham 
DH1 5EL 

Single storey side extension  

 

DM/21/00478/TPO 
 
 

  28 The Orchard 
Pity Me 
Durham 
DH1 5DA 

Crown thin 1no lime tree by 
20%, crown reduce by 2-3m 
and remove epicormic growth 

 
 

 

 

 

DM/21/00518/RM 
 
 

 Allotments To The West 
Of 5 To 10 
Front Street 
Framwellgate Moor 
DH1 5EJ 
 

Reserved Matters application 
for details relating to access, 
appearance, landscaping, 
layout and scale for 1 no. 3-bed 
detached and 4 no. 3 bed semi-
detached dwellings relating to 
Outline Permission 
DM/18/02926/OUT for dwelling 
houses 

  

 
 


